
�����������
��������

	

,8,0=642=45�5.-'=$.5 =#!$-=-5=.7%�-�=4/*9�=�5.� /)'=2/)/*7*=25.55)7'=+/9 !!*'<
�/ /=�#=�5 /3997'=6(�7.5=;"=�#&5(�'=1/.-=�/9=25-=�!.!"=;�5-5=(5�.-!9�=5$=6:�"===



 Highlights:

Hosted 5 concerts, 1 multi-
day assembly, and 1 United 
Nations side event in New 
York City and Geneva.

Was featured in the New York 
Times, Global Citizen, and Art 
Newspaper.

Provided $1 M in pro bono 
legal and resettlement 
services to artists at risk.

Assisted 378 at-risk artists 
and dependents from 26 
countries who were impacted 
by censorship, persecution, 
and forced displacement.

Drove negotiations on 
artistic freedom with the 
UNHRC, UNESCO, and the 
European Union.

-n 3&3., A$- was 
named a �% �#%1#�

��1�#���
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.�
We were recogni�ed 
for our 
 1�1%�
����
�#�%���#�'�!#��%�
�
%
'
!%!� for 
international�
artists at risk.
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This year, AFI is grateful to be recognized as a leader on 
the frontlines of the fight for artistic freedom:

“Early Warning: the politicization of Slovak arts and culture” 
was covered by several European media outlets, including 
Creatives Unite, the Network of European Museum 
Organizations (NEMO), and Culture Action Europe.

AFI was featured in several chapters of 
On The Move’s report on protecting and 
supporting at-risk artists, including a 
case study on the NYC Artist Safe 
Haven Residency Program and a 
chapter about inclusion initiatives for 
at-risk artists in the United States.

Global Citizen spotlighted AFI’s legal assistance and preservation 
of Afghan cultural heritage through the Afghan Artists Protection 
Project (AAPP).

AFI was featured in a New York Times article spotlighting rollbacks 
on federal arts funding and museum independence in the United 
States.

AFI was named a laureate of the Global Pluralism Award for 
outstanding direct services support and advocacy for 
international artists at risk. We were selected from among 380 
international candidates for this biannual award.

Celebrating Awards & Press

AFI staff presented at 
convenings led by the National 

Endowment for Democracy, 
WOMEX, CEC ArtsLink, ICORN, 

DePaul University Law School, ET 
International Theater 

Conference, United Nations 
General Assembly, and the 

Universal Periodic Review of the 
United States. 
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AFI is grateful for the partnerships and coalitions 
that sustain our work and empower artists at risk.

Follow us in 2026

Honoring Partners and Supporters

Partners include Art Action Foundation, National Queer Theater, 
Elizabeth Foundation for the Arts, Joe’s Pub at the Public 
Theater, Residency Unlimited, Tamizdat, La MaMa Experimental 
Theatre, CEC Artslink, On the Move, the ONWARDS Coalition, 
Berkeley University, Stanford University, Penn Cultural Heritage 
Center, Hospice Général, Etablissement Vaudois d’Accueil aux 
Migrants, and Democracy Forward, among many others.

This work would not be possible without the generosity of our 
donors including the SDK Foundation for Human Dignity, the 
Mellon Foundation, New York State Council on the Arts, Robert 
Rauschenberg Foundation, National Endowment for the Arts, 
the Darby Foundation, the Mosaic Fund, and the DJ McManus 
Foundation. We also extend our deep thanks to the many 
individuals who support our work throughout the year.

AFI hosted the assembly, “Defending Each Other.” Photo by Destiny Mata courtesy of CEC ArtsLink.

https://www.instagram.com/artistic_freedom_initiative/
https://www.facebook.com/ArtisticFreedomInitiative
https://www.linkedin.com/company/artistic-freedom-initiative
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